ALCUIN S   LIFE   OF   WILLIBHORD.

Word of God. His fame became known to the
king and great men of the realm^ and they con-
ferred upon him some small neighbouring1 pro-
perties, so that he mig^t build a church. There
he collected a congregation of servants of God,
moderate in size, but honourable. There,, after long
labours, he received his crown from God; and there
his body lies buried. His descendants to this day
hold the property by the title of his sanctity. Of
them I ani the least in merit and the last in order.
I, who write this book of the history of the most
holy father and greatest teacher Willibrord, suc-
ceeded to the government of that small cell by
legitimate degrees of descent/'

Inasmuch as the book is dedicated to Beornrad
by the humble Levite (that is^ deagon) Alcuin, we
learn the very interesting fact that Alcuin, born
in 735, came by hereditary right into possession
of the property got together by Wilgils, whose son
Willibrord was born in 657. The dates make it
practically almost certain that Wilgils was borp
a pagan. Alcuin informs us that he only entered
upon marriage because it was fated that he should
be the father of one who should be for the profit
of many peoples. If Willibrord was, as Alcuin's
words mean, the only child of Wilgils, we must
suppose that Alcuin was the great-great-great-
nephew of Wilgils,, allowing twenty-five years for
a generation in those short-lived times.

Alcuin three times insists on the lawful heredi-
tary descent of the ownership and government of
a monastery. A second case is in his preface to
this Life of Willibrord. The body of the saint,
he says, " rests, in a certain small maritime cell,